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service at Madras, I must beg leave to call your Lordship's
attention to the revision of your civil establishments, as
directed in my letter in council of this date, addressed to
the President in Council of Fort St. George. Every prac-,
ticable reduction of your expenses and augmentation of
your revenue will be of importance in the present distressed
state of the finances of the Company in India. If my
information be correct, the proposed establishment of the
courts of justice will not ultimately prove any additional
burthen upon your finances.

" With respect to the military establishments at Fort
St. George, I have the satisfaction to declare to your Lord-
ship that I do not believe there exists in any part of the
world an army more distinguished for its high state of dis-
cipline, or for the activity, gallantry, and skill of its officers,
than that which will be under your immediate direction.

4C In the ranks of colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and those
still inferior, you will find many excellent officers.

" The defects in your military establishments, which
impede the power of putting any considerable portion of
your army in motion at a short notice, are considered in
my Letter to your Presidency of the 20th July, and in my
Minute recorded in the Secret Department at Fort Wil-
liam, of the same date, of which I will soon transmit a
copy to your Lordship.

" I most earnestly entreat your early and serious atten-
tion to the very alarming considerations which arise from
the view which I have taken of this important subject. Your
Lordship will receive a more full detail of my sentiments
on this head from General Harris, who will communicate
to you all my private correspondence relating to it. I must
also take the liberty of requesting that you will allow my
brother, Colonel Wellesley, (whose regiment is now under
orders for Fort St. George,) to have the honour of stating